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Thomas Battam’s description of bat printing, 1851

The ‘Bat printing’ is done upon the glaze, and the engravings are for this style exceedingly fine, and
no greater depth is required than for ordinary book engravings. The copper plate is first charged
with linseed oil, and cleaned off by hand so that the engraved portions alone retain it. A preparation
of glue being run upon flat dishes, about a quarter of an inch thick, is cut to the size required for the
subject, and then pressed upon it, and being immediately removed, draws on its surface the oil with
which the engraving was filled. The glue is then pressed upon the ware, with the oiled part next the
glaze, and being again removed, the design remains, though being in pure oil, scarcely perceptible.
Colour finely ground is then dusted upon it with cotton wool, and a sufficiency adhering to the oil
leaves the impression perfect, and ready to be fired in the enamel kilns.
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