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The curvature of the mug means it takes three views to show the whole print.Both the present version and the

https://printedbritishpotteryandporcelain.com/print/pdf/node/392
https://printedbritishpotteryandporcelain.com/user/login?destination=/what-did-they-make/pottery-item/mug-4
https://printedbritishpotteryandporcelain.com/user/login?destination=/what-did-they-make/pottery-item/mug-4
https://printedbritishpotteryandporcelain.com/sites/default/files/styles/pottery_detail_large/public/pottery/additional-image/Bidston%2520image%25202%2520perspective%2520corrected.jpg.webp?itok=HsYFzoZ0


56-flag version of the print are found on mugs bearing the impressed mark of Ralph Wedgwood's pottery at
Burslem, Staffordshire. Although Ralph Wedgwood did black-printing at his factory, it is perhaps more likely
that these pieces were printed in Liverpool for the port's maritime trade. Pieces of a mug printed with the Bidston
Hill Signals have been excavated outside the house of Captain Robert Lund at Portsmouth, New Hampshire. He
was master of the Lydia between 1792 and 1810, and is known to have sailed home from Liverpool in 1795 with
a cargo of Cheshire salt. He was probably a typical customer for this print.  
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The print is dated 1789, the same year in which Ralph Wedgwood is thought to have begun production at his
Hill Pottery in Burslem. 
Shape Type
Miscellaneous
Pattern Type
Naval and Marine
Date
1789-92
Dimensions

Diameter: 8.70 in (22.10 cm)
Height: 12.60 in (32.00 cm)
Length: 12.00 in (30.48 cm)

Maker
Ralph Wedgwood

Maker's Mark:

Impressed
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Description:

Creamware mug printed in black with "An East View of Liverpool Light House & Signals on Bidston Hill
1789". The Bidston Hill Signals were on the opposite side of the River Mersey from Liverpool, and were a
landmark for ships approaching the town. The signal station was the last in a chain stretching from Holyhead,
which relayed to Liverpool advance notice of ships approaching
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